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Terrific Techniques
A step-by-step guide to teach and creatE 
twenty-two Exciting PYOP masterpieces!

by Chinook Graham
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint (light and dark complimentary colors)                         
 Soft fan brush
 Rubbing alcohol           
 Spray bottle 
 Dropper
 Plastic cup
 Water
 
Important: This technique works on both horizontal and 
vertical pieces.  The look will differ depending on the 
angle alcohol is applied.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint desired number of coats of the light color.  
 One or two will show brushstrokes.  It takes three  
 generous coats for opaque coverage.  
2.  In the plastic cup, mix equal parts of the dark color and 
 water together. 
3.  Dip the fan brush in the dark, watered down color and 
 paint the area where you would like the design. 
4.  Immediately after, spray or drop alcohol on top.  
 
*Tip:  The alcohol reacts with the wetness of the paint.  If the 
paint is dry, there will be no reaction. Because of this, it is best to 
work in sections on large areas.

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Brush (the size of the brush will affect the width of the band)
 Banding wheel
 Plastic cup 
 Water
 
Important:  This technique works best on smooth, continuous 
surfaces.   We recommend practicing on a damaged piece 
before attempting it on your own.  Please ask an employee 
for a practice piece if desired. 
 
sTEPs:
1.  Center your piece on top of the banding wheel.  
2.  In the plastic cup, mix 3 parts paint to 1 part water.  
3.  Spin the narrow part of the banding wheel using 
 your non-dominant arm.
4.  Dip the brush in the watered down paint.  
5.  Steady your arm and gently touch the brush vertically 
 to your piece, letting it drag as you continue to spin 
 the wheel.
6.  Repeat the process until you have achieved your 
 desired number of coats and bands. 

alCohol

Band
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint   
 Stir or drinking straw  
 Dish Soap   
 Plastic cup 
 Tablespoon   
 Water

Important:  This technique works best on unpainted horizontal 
surfaces with medium to dark colors.  
 
sTEPs:
1.  In the plastic cup, mix 1 tablespoon water, 
 1 tablespoon paint and 1 drop of dish soap.  
2.  Using the straw, blow bubbles into the mixture.  
 Continue blowing bubbles until they mound up 
 above the edge of the cup.  
3.  Gently scrape the bubbles off the surface of the 
 cup and onto your piece with the straw.
4.  Allow the bubbles to pop on their own, 
 leaving a bubble print.
Make sure not to tip the cup so the mixture does not 
pour out and onto your piece.  
*Tip:  This technique looks great with different colors 
of bubbles layered on top of each other.  

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Bottle caps
 
 sTEPs:
 1.  Dip the rim of the bottle cap into 
  the paint.
 2.  Stamp it onto your piece. 

 *Tip:  Make sure the paint is covering the entire 
 edge of the cap to ensure a complete print.  

BuBBles

Caps



suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Base glaze 
 Soft fan brush
 Crumbles (dried paint chips)    
 
Important:  This technique does not work on vertical 
surfaces, such as the sides of mugs or bowls.  Pieces with 
crumbles are unable to be dipped in clear glaze therefore 
must be completely covered with three coats of a base 
glaze.  Unpainted surfaces with remain rough and porous. 
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint three generous coats of the base glaze on 
 the back/bottom of your piece and two coats 
 where you would like to put the crumbles.  
2.  Paint a third coat on the desired area.  
 While the paint is still wet, scoop crumbles and 
 gently shake or drop the bits of paint on.  
3.  Gently press crumbles down with your fingers.
 
*Tip:  Be careful not to tip or tilt your piece as the crumbles 
will fall off.

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Dotter or Dobber Sponge
 
Important:  This technique works best on smooth, continuous 
surfaces.  We recommend practicing on a damaged piece 
before attempting it on your own.  Please ask an employee 
for a practice piece if desired. 
 
sTEPs - DoTTER:
1.  Dip the desired size dotter end into the paint.
2.  Touch the dotter to your piece to form a dot.

*Tips:  If layering dots, wait until the first dot is completely 
dry before adding another. Dip the dotter into the paint 
before each dot to ensure your dots are the same size.   
 
sTEPs - DoBBER sPonGE:
1.  Press the sponge into the paint.
2.  Blot sponge on a piece of paper towel, paper or 
 glazed tile to remove excess paint.
3.  Press the sponge onto your piece.  
*Tip:  Pressing the sponge down once is the equivalent of one coat of 
paint.  Wait until dry to the touch, then sponge additional coats if desired.  

CrumBles

dots
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Soft Fan brush
 Etching tool or toothpick

Important:  This technique can be done with or without a base 
color.  Choose a base and top color with a stark contrast if you 
would like your design to stand out.  

Do not carve into your piece with the etching tool or 
use pencil to etch into the paint- it will cause the clear 
glaze to repel leaving rough, porous spots.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint one coat of the base color (if desired).  
2.  Paint desired number of coats of the top color.  
 One or two will show brushstrokes.  
 It takes three generous coats for opaque coverage.
3.  When the top color is dry to the touch, but still 
 damp, use an etching tool or toothpick to gently 
 carve your design into the paint.  
4.  Use a dry fan brush to lightly brush away any 
 paint “crumbs” as you etch.  This will keep your 
 piece and your design clean. 

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint   
 Soft fan brush  
 Dobber sponge
 Feathers
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint desired number of colors and coats in 
 the areas where you would like the feathers.  
 One or two will show brushstrokes.  
 It takes three generous coats for opaque 
 coverage.  
2.  While the last coat is still wet, place the feather 
 on the damp surface and press gently.      
3.  Use the soft fan brush or dobber sponge to 
 paint over the feather with the same color(s) to 
 secure in place.
4.  Let the paint dry until the shine is gone.
5.  Once dry, brush or sponge two to three generous 
 coats of the top color over the feathers.
6.  Once the paint is no longer shiny, you may slowly 
 and carefully pull off the feathers.
7.  Use a dry soft fan brush to gently dust any paint 
 “crumbs” off your piece.

etCh

feathers
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint                                            
 Liner brush or writer bottle (optional)    
 
  sTEPs:
  1. Dip desired finger into the paint.
  2. Press finger onto your piece.
  3. Create animals, insects, flowers, 
   faces, etc. (optional)

finGerprints

footprints
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint                 
 Dobber sponge or soft fan brush 
 
Employees are more than happy to assist you in 
capturing your child’s print!  Please ask for 
assistance if desired. 
Important:  We recommend using a medium to dark color 
on an unpainted background.  If you would like a 
background color we recommend using a light color.  
A light print on a dark background will be 
transparent and barely visible once the piece is fired.    
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint background color (if desired).  One or two 
 coats will show brushstrokes.  It takes three 
 generous coats for opaque coverage.    
2.  Evenly coat the entire foot using a dobber sponge 
 or soft fan brush.
3.  Place the foot onto the piece and press your hand 
 firmly over it making sure to get each digit.    
 
*Tip:  If your print does not turn out as expected, 
it may be possible to try again.  Ask an employee for assistance.



suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint               
 Dobber sponge or soft fan brush

  Employees are more than happy to assist you in 
  capturing your child’s print!  Please ask for assistance 
  if desired.
 
   Important:  We recommend using a medium to dark color    
   on an unpainted background.  If you would like a background 
    color we recommend using a light color.  A light print on a 
    dark background will be transparent and barely visible once 
    the piece is fired.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint background color (if desired).  One or two coats 
 will show brushstrokes.  It takes three generous coats 
 for opaque coverage.    
2.  Evenly coat the entire hand using a dobber sponge 
 or soft fan brush.  
3.  Place the hand onto the piece and press your hand 
 firmly over it making sure to get each digit.    
 
*Tip:  If your print does not turn out as expected, it may be pos-
sible to try again.  Ask an employee for assistance.   

handprints

laCe
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint or base glaze 
 Soft fan brush  
 Lace
Important:  You must paint three coats on your entire piece in 
order for it to be shiny and food safe.  Any unpainted surface 
will remain rough and porous.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint three coats of the base color where you 
 do not want lace and two coats where you do.  
 The solid portions of the lace will be this color.
2.   Paint a third coat on the desired area.  While the 
 paint is still wet, lay the lace on the damp surface 
 and press gently.  
3.  Brush over the lace with the base color.    
4.  Let the paint dry until the shine is gone.  
5.  Apply two to three coats of the top color over the lace.  
 The cut out portions of lace will be this color.  
6.  Once the paint is no longer shiny, you may slowly and 
 carefully pull away the lace.
7.  Use a dry soft fan brush to remove “crumbs” off your piece. 
Lace must be pulled off before it is completely dry.  Lace is reusable.  
Please do not cut or throw away.



suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Long liner brush
 Plastic splatter tub 
 
sTEPs:
1.  Place your piece in the plastic splatter tub.
2.  Load the liner brush with a generous amount 
 of paint.
3.  Flick paint onto your piece, alternating 
 between colors and overlapping splatters.   
 
Be careful not to splatter outside the tub.

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 2 or more writer bottles in complimentary colors 
 Long liner brush

 This technique is easier demonstrated than explained.   
 Please ask an employee for a demonstration if desired.  
 
  sTEPs:
  1. Squeeze out each writer bottle color in 
   one of the options below.  The first will 
   achieve a more linear marbled effect, 
   the second more swirly.
  2. For the first option, use the liner brush to 
   pull the paint down and fill in the unpainted 
      areas. For the second, gently drag and swirl  
   the paint to achieve desired result.    
 
 *Tips:  It is easy to muddy up the colors when pulling them  
 together.  Be cautious not to overwork the area.  

When doing this technique on a vertical surface 
place the piece horizontally and make sure to wait 
until the paint dries before tipping it to work 
on another surface. 

marBle

splatter
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Dobber sponge
 Natural sponge

sTEPs - DoBBER sPonGE:
 1.  Press the sponge into the paint.
 2.  Blot the sponge on a piece of paper towel, 
  paper or glazed tile to remove excess paint.
 3.  Press the sponge onto your piece.  
 
 sTEPs - nATuRAl sPonGE: 
 1.  Slightly dampen the sponge to soften.
 2.  Press the sponge into the paint.
 3.  Blot the sponge on a piece of paper towel, 
  paper or glazed tile to remove excess paint.
 4.  Press the sponge onto your piece.
 
*Tip:  Pressing the sponge down once is equivalent to one coat 
of paint.  Wait until the first one is dry to the touch, 
then sponge a second and third coat if desired.  

sponGe

stamp
suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Brush or dobber sponge
 Foam or rubber stamp

 sTEPs:
 1.  Use a brush or dobber sponge to evenly 
  apply paint to the stamp.
 2.  Carefully position and press the stamp onto 
  your piece applying even pressure.
 
  *Tip:  A stamped image is equivalent to one 
  coat of paint.  If you would like to apply more 
  than one coat, paint over the image with a 
  brush - do not re-stamp over top.  

  If you would like to stamp onto a background - 
  make sure to choose a darker color for 
  the stamp.  



suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Tape

Important:  Tape works best on unpainted, dry surfaces.  
Tape will not stick to damp surfaces.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Select desired width of tape and press onto 
 your piece.  
2.  Paint over the tape with desired number 
 of coats. One or two will show brushstrokes.  
 It takes three generous coats for opaque 
 coverage.  
3.  When the paint is dry to the touch, 
 peel off the tape.  
 
*Tips:  Make sure the tape is completely stuck to your piece 
(no lifted edges).  Paint will seep under lifted space, 
leaving a “messy” line rather than a “clean” line.

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Pre-cut contact paper stickers
 Contact paper

 Important:  We have pre-cut shapes and letter 
 stickers. Feel free to use these or cut your own out 
 of the yellow contact paper.  Use only the stickers 
 and contact paper we provide.  Some stickers leave 
 a harmful adhesive that will repel paint and glaze. 
 Stickers work best on unpainted, dry surfaces.  
 Stickers will not stick to damp surfaces.
 
 sTEPs:
 1.   Peel off the back and place the stickers 
  onto your piece.
 2.    Paint over the stickers with desired number 
  of coats.  One or two will show brushstrokes.  
  It takes three generous coats for opaque coverage.  
 3.    Wait for the paint to dry to the touch.
 4. Use a pin or toothpick to lift up the corner 
  of the sticker and peel off.  

*Tips: Do not leave stickers on your piece for long periods 
of time- this may cause residue to get left behind which 
will repel paint and glaze.  

stiCkers

tape
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suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Copy of image to be traced
 Carbon paper or projector
 Pencil

sTEPs:
 1.  Ask an employee to make a copy of an image 
  from one of our idea books or use your own.  
 2.  The projector works well on horizontal surfaces.  
  An employee will set you up and assist you in 
  getting the image sized and positioned.      
 3.  Carbon paper works well on any smooth surface.   
  Place the yellow paper under your image with 
  the correct* side down.  Trace over the image and 
  it will transfer onto your piece.
 
*Tip:  To test if the correct side is down, place the paper on your 
piece, make a small mark on the paper and lift up to see if 
there is a mark on your piece.

traCe

wash
suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint
 Soft fan brush 
 Water

 sTEPs:
 1.  Water paint down generously by 
  dipping your brush in water, then 
  dipping it into the paint.
 2.  Paint quick strokes across 
  your piece.
 3.  Repeat this process with as few or 
  as many colors as you like.   



suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint or base glaze 
 Soft fan brush
 Dobber sponge
 Yarn

Important:  You must paint three coats on your entire piece in order 
for it to be shiny and food safe.  Any unpainted surface will 
remain rough and porous.
 
sTEPs:
1.  Paint three coats of the base color where you do 
 not want yarn and two coats where you do.  
2.  Paint a third coat on the desired area.  While the 
 paint is still wet, lay or wrap the yarn on the 
 damp surface and press gently.  
3.  Brush or sponge over the yarn with the base color 
 to smooth and secure in place.    
4.  Let the paint dry until the shine is gone.  
5.  Apply two to three coats of the top color over the yarn.  
6.  Once the paint is no longer shiny, you may slowly 
 and carefully pull off the yarn.
7.  Use a dry soft fan brush to remove “crumbs” off your piece.

Yarn must be pulled off before paint is completely dry and 
should be discarded after use.

suPPlIEs nEEDED:
 Paint 
 Wire Stamps

 sTEPs:
 1.   Dip a wire stamp into the paint.
 2.  Press it onto your piece.   
 
 *Tip:  Make sure the paint is covering the entire 
 surface of the wire stamp to ensure a 
 complete print.  

wire stamps

yarn
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OUR MISSION:
Providing an environment 

and structure for all 
contemporary ceramic studios 
to learn, grow and profit by 

researching and developing programs, 
sharing concepts, 

and building long-lasting 
relationships among all members.  

WINNERS

Best Supplier 2010: 
Bisque Imports

President’s Award 2010: 
Sam Saville, Let’s Get Crafty, London, England

Skutt Kiln Winners 2010: 
 Peggy Hufford and Rob Laux, Pottery By You

Golden Ticket Winner 2010: 
Beth Dindl, Pottery Pizazz, Newton, New Jersey




